
THE WORSHIP OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

AT SWIFT CHURCH 

Second Sunday of Advent 

 

GATHERING 
 

  WELCOME 
 

    PRELUDE                “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

                                  Jane Capsis 
                                                                        

   BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

  *CALL TO WORSHIP                          Chuck Carneal 
                                        (based on Isaiah 11:1–10) 

   Leader: A shoot shall come forth from Jesse’s stump, 

   People: And the spirit of the Lord shall rest 

   upon him. 

   Leader: He will judge the poor with righteousness, 

   and the meek with equity; 

   People: He will be clothed with righteousness 

   and faithfulness. 

   Leader: The wolf and the lamb will live peacefully 

   together, 

   People: The leopard and the kid will lie down 

   side by side. 

   Leader: the cow and the bear will graze together; 

   the lion will eat straw like the ox.  

   People: And a little child will lead them all. 

   Leader: They will neither hurt nor destroy on 

   God’s holy mountain, 

   People: For the earth will be full of the knowledge 

   of God, as the waters fill the sea. 
 

 *HYMN #139                   “I Wonder as I Wander” 
 

   LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH: PEACE 

           Boltz Family 
 

   *please stand as you are able 

  RESPONSE HYMN       

                   “While We Are Waiting, Come” (verse 1) 

  While we are waiting, come; 

  While we are waiting, come. 

  Jesus our Lord Emmanuel, 

  While we are waiting, come. 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

  *PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Silent Prayer 

  God of Grace, we confess that we are not ready for 

  you to come into our world — not quite yet. We 

  cling to the known and familiar, afraid of the 

  transformation your grace will bring. Yet you are 

  always a step ahead of us, a voice crying out in the 

  wilderness, inviting us into to bold new ways of 

  being disciples. Humble us, O God, and teach us to 

  do the work of repentance so that, fully reliant on 

  your grace, we may know the richness of restored 

  relationship with you and one another. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

     *PASSING THE PEACE 

     Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all. 

     People: And also with you. 
 

*RESPONSE #623                         “Gloria Patri” 

   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

   Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 

   shall be, world without end, Amen, Amen 

 

THE WORD 
 

  PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Reverend Alexandra Hutson 
 

  FIRST READING                                  Isaiah 11:1–10 

 SECOND READING                 Matthew 3:1–12 

 

 RESPONSE 

  Leader:  This is the word of God for the people of God. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 SERMON            “Prepare the Way of the Lord.” 

        Rev. Alexandra Hutson 

 

 HYMN   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1&2) 

           Monica Reilly and Sena Cooper 

 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     “Brief Statement of Faith” 

  In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace 

  of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

  communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune 

  God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

  and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully 

  God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God; preaching good 

  news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by 

  word and deed and blessing the children, healing the 

  sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 

  outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 

  believe the gospel. In a broken and fearful world, the 

  Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 

  witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 

  to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the 

  voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 

  for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God,  

  empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in  

  our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as 

  we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,  

  praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” Amen. 

   

  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 



 

 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

  name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

  earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

  bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

  debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

  us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

  power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

  OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS             
Offertory:“Above All” 

 

*RESPONSE #625                                           “Doxology” 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him 

  all creatures here below; praise Him above ye 

  heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

  Amen. 
 

 PRAYER AND DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING 

 

 CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 

 GREAT PRAYER OF THANSGIVING 

 Leader: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also, with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

SENDING 
 

 *HYMN #498                                “Peace Like a River” 
 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

 

 

*CHARGE 

   Leader:  Good people of Swift Church, who are you? 

   People:  Striving to bring God joy, we proclaim 

   Christ’s love and grace through serving and 

   nurturing body, mind and soul. 

 
 *BENEDICTION 

 

   POSTLUDE   “Let There Be Glory and Honor and Praises” 

 

THIS WEEK AT SWIFT 

 

Sunday, December 7 

Sunday School, 9:00am 

Worship in the Sanctuary, 10:00am 

 

Tuesday, December 9 

Finance, 1:00pm 

Worship, 4:00pm 

 

Wednesday, December 10 

Prayer Group, 9:00am 

Food Pantry, 10:00–11:00am 

Advent Service, noon 

Preschool Board, 1:30pm 

 

Thursday, December 11 

Deacons, 10:00am 

 
 

Welcome to 

Swift Church 
 

December 7, 2025 
 

Striving to bring God joy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We proclaim Christ’s love and grace 

through serving and nurturing 

body, mind, and soul. 
 

Swift Presbyterian Church 
23208 Swift Church Road • Foley, AL 36535 

office@swiftchurch.org    (251) 943-8367   www.swiftchurch.org 

Please join us in the 

fellowship hall 

immediately 

following worship! 
 

 

 

Music is licensed through CCLI. 

 

mailto:office@swiftchurch.org

